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My Exchange Experience
at Kobe University: A

Better Cooperation when

Richer Individual Stories

are Embedded in Deeper
Inclusive Context..

LI Jlng ‘ Kobe University

el
countries. Moreover, there is a lot of room for
cooperation between China, Japan, and South
Korea because of their close ties. As a student
who is passionate about researching Northeast
Asian relations, particularly public diplomacy, I

oo ARMCH | D2 2x|ch

Introduction
[ filled out the application to be a part of
the CAMPUS Asia exchange program about six
months ago, with both anxiety and enthusiasm.

As a Chinese studying international studies at
Korea University, I have deeply realized the
importance of respecting cultural diversity

during the past two years of master’s study. More
importantly, I came to understand the value

of face-to-face contact while communicating

and studying with peers from Korea and other

46

was consequently interested in Japan when my
friend Ayaka from Kobe University suggested

this exchange program to me. Fortunately, I was
able to pass the interview and was awarded the

JASSO scholarship from Japan, which made my
exchange experience in Kobe a pleasure. In this

On the one hand, I need to maintain
communication and contact with my Korean
supervisor through emails, and on the other
hand, 1 need to communicate my thesis with
Japanese professors and classmates in seminars
at Kobe University. Writing and revising papers
was so challenging that I frequently stayed
up late or suffered from insomnia. With the

essay, I would like to share my vivid exchange
experience at Kobe University from two aspects,
namely, the rigorous academic life, and the

colorful extra-curricular activities.
The Intensive Academic Life | Lived

at Kobe University

This semester of exchange at Kobe University

is also the last semester of my master's degree,

professor's patient instruction and the numerous

recommendations from my classmates at Kobe

University, however, [ was able to complete the

assignment. The most worth mentioning is that
Rafy, a doctoral student from Indonesia, and
Sun, a master student from China, gave me many

which means that my main task is to finish
critical and insightful comments, which made

my thesis. Whether it was Professor Kim from

Korea University or Professor Kimura from Kobe
my thesis more and more clear in structure and

University, these two advisors have patiently
guided me. These months of academic life are
destined to be challenging. I spent most of my time
rigorous in logic.
More importantly, my exchange experience
and

revising my thesis. First, I read more references
in Kobe provided more perspectives

and improved my literature review section.

Second, by listening to the opinions of professors
and classmates in the seminar, the structure of comparative analysis for my thesis. My research
my thesis was re-integrated, making the logic focuses on the nationalism of Chinese Hallyu

of the full text clearer. Thirdly, I compared fans and the limit of Hallyu as soft power. There

and observed the situation of nationalism in are also many Hallyu fans in Japan, but through
communicating with them, I found that their
nationalism is very different from Chinese young

China, Japan and South Korea. By doing this
people, which further inspired my research.

I deepen my understanding of the topic of my
thesis. Hopefully, my thesis can be improved. In
In addition to the seminar, [ also took the
course of the Campus Asia program - Risk

addition to revising thesis and taking classes, I
47
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appreciate the attractiveness of the Campus
Asia project, which aims to promote knowledge
dissemination and exchanges between young
scholars through cooperation among East Asian
nations. It also aims to break down cultural and
political barriers to foster a more inclusive and
prosperous Asia. Additionally, each student
taking part in the initiative is a special individual
who strives to create a more diverse community.

Each of our excellent exchange experiences is a

part of international cooperation.

Cultural Diversity and In tegration
and cultural reasons,

Due to historical
although China, Japan, and South Korea are

close neighbors, there are constant frictions and
conflicts. Compared with the culturally intense
public opinion environment on the Internet,
the exchange experience is more specific and
real. In this environment, I really realized that
culture has no borders, and even does not need
language. Although I only know some basic
Japanese, it does not affect the communication

with Japanese classmates. As long as the hearts
are the same, we can communicate through

The Seminar Class of Professor Kimula

Management. This course is newly opened and

taught by professors from China, Japan, Korea,

Laos and Thailand in turn. Although the specific English and even body language. What impressed
me deeply was that after learning that I was going

topics of each course will vary somewhat, the
to interview Hallyu fans, my Japanese classmate

teaching quality is indeed very high, and I really
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cultures, and obtained many life-long friend and

priceless treasures. There could be some regrets
when thinking back on the trip to Kobe, but it
was also a journey that helped individuals learn

Maiko volunteered to accept my interview and
and develop. Here, I've experienced the scent

had many discussions with me. She gave me a
lot of insightful ideas and we also became good
friends. In addi tion, she also took me to taste a

lot of Japanese food and experience the Japanese
of learning, expanded my horizons, enjoyed the

various cultures of Japan, and tasted what it's
like to be an outsider. I strive to urge everyone to
bravely take the initial step and try an exchange

program. After all, the process of expanding your

Izakaya culture.
Although the burden of revising the thesis is
perspective on the world is a unique educational

relatively heavy during my exchange life, and I
am under a lot of pressure, I also try my best to
balance study and life. First, I made a Japanese
friend through the Risk Management course
as | mentioned. More importantly, we are very
interested in the culture of each other’s country,

opportunity in and of itself.

and we often talk about Chinese and Japanese

culture with each other. This helps reduce a lot
of misunderstandings and prejudices. Second,
since this month is the last month of my offline
class in Japan, the professor and classmates held
a farewell party for me. The atmosphere was very

pleasant and relaxed, and I also experienced the

3 Me and Maiko at an |zakaya Restaurant

Japanese izakaya culture. I am very grateful for
that. Thirdly, T also traveled to Osaka, Kyoto,

Tokyo, and Fuji this month, which helped me

deeply experience the local Japanese culture.

Conclusion
I am grateful for the opportunity provided by

the Campus Asia program to go to Japan as an
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