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[Knowing (Korean Perspective | »

as Jayavxese

Naoki Harada ==CHstil
(AIQE M2t - 520 - =240)

Why | came to Korea

By one-year Double Degree program, I have
been studying at Graduate School of International
Studies (GSIS), Seoul National University since
March 2016. Majoring International Relations and
Japanese Diplomacy, my motivation to come to
Korea was to know the perspectives of Korean
people on delicate historical and territorial issues
in Japan-Korea relations. In other words, [ wanted
to know why Korean people still have such a
strong anti-Japan sentiment and what Japan (and
“I") can do in order to improve our relation.

Thinking about Japanese diplomacy, we
have similar situations / problems with China, too.
However, from Japanese view point, Japan-China
relation and Japan-Korea relation should be very
different. Japan and Korea share fundamental
values such as liberal democracy, rule of law, and
respect for fundamental human rights. China is
somehow different for these points. (Here, I'm
not arguing which is better, just mentioning

differences as the system) Also, in terms of

security, both of Japan and Korea are parts of the
U.S. centered hub and spoke security alliance in
Asia-Pacific region. On the other hand, the U.S.-
Japan alliance and China have tensions, and we
are in a kind of security dilemma. By these points,
Japanese people imagine that Japan-Korea
relation should be much easier than Japan-China
relation.

However, it is still difficult because of
puzzled problems between us such as territorial
issue and numbers of historical issues. Even 70
years after the end of the world war, even though
we share fundamental values, even though both
of us are the allies of the U.S, we are still in the
difficult situation. Then, I wanted to know Korean
people’s perspectives on these sensitive issues in
order to understand the situations more clearly.
That is the reason why I chose Korea as a place to

study for a year Double Degree.

What | learned in Korea

In GSIS, I had a lot of opportunities to
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discuss historical issues between Japan and Korea
in and out of class. Sometimes I felt to hesitate
saying own opinion as only one Japanese in the
classroom. However, I tried to discuss as much
as frankly in many situations because it was
my motivation and purpose to come to Korea.
Through discussions and dialogues, I came to
realize one simple thing that Japanese people
(at least 1) don’t know the history though Korean
people know very well.

Korean people are taught what happened
in the past during colonialization by Japan and
wartime. In school and home, by their teachers
and parents, they are taught how much their
ancestor were suffered by colonialization and
war. However, most Korean people are very
friendly to me. They have very future oriented
mind, and I feel they love Japanese people and
culture even though they know very well about
negative aspects of history between us.

On the other hand, Japanese vyoung
generations don't know what our ancestors did
in the Korean peninsula. We know the facts of
colonization and war, but don’t know any specific
things which actually happened to Korean
people. When I talked with one of my best friends
in Korea, I was very shocked and surprised by
hearing what he learned about colonialization
period in elementary school. Because of this
lack of knowledge, Japanese people, including
politicians, could say some very careless things.
Then, Korean people feel bad against it. I

understand it's very natural, but I don’t know how

016

to bridge this gap because Japanese people simply
don't know the fact. My parents and teachers
didn’t tell me these things as the way they told
me the memories of Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and
Okinawa.

Again, I don’'t know how to bridge this gap
between Japanese and Korean people. Because
most Japanese people don't know the story, we
can't tell it to the next generations. However, I'm
sure that I'm fortuned to understand this gap as
Japanese, and I have a lot of things I can do. I'm
willing to know more about history including both
positive and negative aspects between Japan and
Korea. Now I think sincerely facing the history
is the starting point of not only the surface but
deep friendship with Korean friends. We don’t
necessarily need to talk about it, but I want to
know in order to understand them more.

In addition to interaction with Korean
people, I'd like to specify two things in my studying
abroad in Korea by CAMPUS Asia program. For
the first thing, I'm writing master thesis on the
topic of comfort women issue. When I said I
write about this topic, some said maybe I should
avoid it because it's too controversial especially
as Japanese male student. But I decided to write
about it because I didn’t want to avoid sincerely
facing the history. I appreciate my 3 professors
who give me neutral and professional advice on
my thesis.

The other thing is that numbers of
opportunities to understand Korean culture have

been provided by the office of international

affairs. 1 went to field trip with CAMPUS Asia
friends several times, and I learned Korean
traditional dance last semester. All these programs
were designed only for CAMPUS Asia students,
and I really appreciate it. These experiences have
helped me to understand Korean culture more

deeply.

For the future

I'm Japanese. I'm proud of my country, and
I love Japan. At the same time, I'm so proud of
being stayed in Korea by CAMPUS Asia program.
I love Korean people and culture.

I'm about finishing my one-year studying
abroad. So far, I don’t know whether I have any
chances to live in Korea again in the future. I'm not
sure my future job has any relations with Korea.
However, Seoul is already one of my hometowns.
I will continue to study Korean after going back to
Japan. (&=o]7} &g o HYA|TE of Au|9loi ) 1
have a lot of Korean friends now, and will make
even more. Based on the sincere understanding
of the history, I'd like to build future-oriented
friendship with them in our generation. Thank

you so much for everyone I met in Korea! ZA

Fuch
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It was 5 am on August 29th. [ woke up from
a light nap and raised my head up. My 28in
suitcase was still by my side. My flight to Seoul
was scheduled at around 8 am. That was the first
time I slept on a chair overnight and in an airport.
But it was worth it, because I was, for the first
time in my life, going to South Korea.

Don't get it wrong. I am not a made-in-
Korea cosmetic fanatic or K-pop fan. Despite the
exhaustion from a restive night, I could still feel
my anxiety and hear a little voice mumbling to
me about how I spoke more Kiswahili than I did
Korean. No. I am not a greenhouse flower who
never left home. Instead, I have just finished my
one-year long study in Japan before I departed for
South Korea. I used to travel to Africa on my own
as a volunteer and that was when I picked up a
few Kiswahili words, including “Hakuna matata’.

That was exactly what I was chanting to
myself when I was about to board. “Hakuna
matata’. I confess, | was overwhelmed by the idea

of studying for half a year in Seoul. I was so nervous

020

that I almost looked hysteric. South Korea is not
the first foreign land I have ever stepped my feet
on, but it is the first country where I would feel
like a total foreigner. An unprepared foreigner.
The reason was quite simple. I understand both
English and Japanese, so Kenya and Japan didn’t
strike me much as [ was able to communicate with
the locals without too much difficulty. But South
Korea is totally different. I don’t speak Korean,
Google Map doesn't really work there, and
ordinary people don’t usually speak languages I
speak.

In a word, I was not prepared for the society
I was about to enter. I had little idea about what
could go wrong and if so, how to handle it.

Thanks to this overwhelming feeling of
powerlessness, I was quite ignorant of the
surroundings. Only two and a half months
later did I realize that I actually got off at the
wrong airport shuttle bus stop on August 29th.
Regardless, the shuttle bus gave me my first

impression of South Korea and Seoul. On the

small television in the bus, news anchors were
discussing about North Korea-judging about
Kim Jong Un’s image on the screen-and no
Korean passenger was paying attention, at all. As
a political science major, I felt a little something
twitched in my stomach. Chinese people would
have more reaction to North Korea's moves and
probably got a bit worried about it, but not here.
Later my Korean friends told me that was because
they were used to DPRK’s provocations. It was
impossible for a foreigner to comprehend what it
feels like to have a sword (or nuke?) of Damocles
hanging over your neck. I thought South Koreans
would live in constant restlessness, but from the
peacefulness in the bus, I underestimated how
much human beings can carry. Everyone but me
on the bus looked calm, so was everyone on the
street. Speaking of which, to my astonishment,
the view of streets in Seoul reminded me so much
more of Beijing than of Tokyo. Garbage bins,
advertisements stuck over here and there, and
young folks giggling with coffee and snacks in
their hands. I felt freed from the taciturn though
demanding decorum of Japan.

As insinuated before, I got off at Seoul
National University Station. (yes, I know, should
be the next stop) Still a good deal of distance from
my destination, I hopped on a taxi with great
confidence and showed the taxi driver where
I wanted to go. “Seoul National University”. I
pointed to the large chunk of greenness on the map
printed on my SNU survival guidebook-a courtesy

from the Office of International Affairs. The taxi
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driver nodded at me in a confirmative way, then

looked at me, waiting. That was before I was able
to fully comprehend how large the SNU campus
was. So I shrugged, indicating that I was Ok as
long as he took me to somewhere that belongs
to SNU. As a result, the taxi dropped me off at
the front gate where there was a quite impressive
gathering because many new graduates were
taking pictures with families and friends. I felt like
an intruder, honestly, and this-for some weird
reason-calmed me down. I guess accepting myself
being a foreigner helped me accept my anxiety as
well. That was when I encountered the famous cat
MoA cat. “The cat doesn't speak Korean. So, if he
can enjoy this campus, I can too.” I thought. No,
I am not kidding you. I did compare myself to the
cat I found at the Museum of Art of SNU. I was
there on my first day on campus because I got
lost. I normally don't get lost. And I never saw the
cat again. But somehow his calm poise calmed
me down.

It was in this context that I stumbled to

find the correct direction and pushed my 23kg
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suitcase all the way up into the mountains, to

my dormitory, and that was some decent cardio
exercise. To top it off, my suitcase was not the
only cargo I was moving but also my beddings.
Yes, in a huge black plastic bag I picked up from
the administration office of my department.
Imagine this, a foreigner in messy hair, soaked
in sweat, looking all hysterically excited, pushing
a gigantic white suitcase with her left hand and
left knee, meanwhile dragging a huge plastic
bag behind her right shoulder. Later on, when
I narrated my first day in Korea, my Korean
peers laughed and told me the remote location
of SNU-which I fiercely complained about-was
the result of the old dictators of Korea trying to
isolate progressive students and faculties from
demanding the leadership’s accountability by
marching the streets-like what is happening
right now. I haven't found archival records to
corroborate this story, but it makes me feel that
my exercise was all worth it. Difficult journeys,
especially those up hill, lead one to greatness

more often than the easy trips down the hill. Do
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they not?

On my way to finishing the last 500 meters
before I reached my dormitory building, I saw my
share of greatness-the scene of the city down the
hill. It was probably already past 6 pm because I
could identify a combination of pale orange, red
and yellow in the sky and the city down there was
covered in this warm, brilliant and soothing light.

A few weeks later, I started to run around
the campus, just to admire the mountain sight
from all angles. One month later, I started to train
myself for half-marathon. I didn’t know I could be
this athletic but this is what the scenery of Seoul
National University can do to one indoor person.
It changed how you want to explore the world.
With actions. More actions.

Due to personal reasons, I don't have leisure
time to go out of the campus and “have fun”. |
don't speak Korean, so my social circle is confined

to my fellow students in the Graduate School of
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International Studies. Honestly speaking, the
training I have had at GSIS is the best one I have
ever had compared to my experiences in the
University of Tokyo and Peking University. Nope,
not a flattery. Somehow I have been constantly
under this impression that my professors are all

enrolled in a competition called “annual award

for the most demanding faculty member” and
they are all serious about it. I do compare notes
with students from the U.S. and Europe, but 200
paged per class plus a report on the reading is
very decent training-which I wish I could have
had since my first day as a college student. As a
graduate, I have my own independent research
going on, which makes my working regime quite
harsh. Soon, I couldn’t even fall asleep before 2
am even when I managed to finish up at 1 am.
As an exchange student, I could only borrow 10
books at most at a time, so I set myself a weekly
“rotation rate”, meaning I finish 10 books on
my own research every week and replace them
with another 10 books in the next week. It was a
competition against myself but I survived. It has
been over two months after I came here. Now,
[ am ahead of all my professors reading plan
and miraculously squeezed out time for my own
research.

Frankly speaking, this is the toughest
period of my life because I am applying for PhD
programs in two different disciplines, trying to

top in every class I take, and carrying on my own
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research at the same time. You would probably
be disappointed by how little I wrote about my
cultural experience in Korea. The truth is, I
haven't really kicked myself out of my nerdy space
to experience enough to be in a proper position
to make comments about cultural experience.
The second truth is, this is the most rewarding
period of my academic life as well. Never before
had I been so ferociously focused on academic
affairs. Sometimes in my afternoon nap-which I
only take because even if I don't, I will pass out
at my desk at around 4 pm-I dreamt about new
hypotheses and tested them in my head. It was
all because that I know I have three battles to
fight every week-my professors will always throw
challenging questions at me, and I will always
enjoy being repeatedly challenged.

Because I don't speak Korean, my
interaction with the local people was confined to
a minimum level while my communication with
the local nature was surprisingly maximized. All
of a sudden, I was transformed from an indoor
person to a passionate outdoor folk. It was the
most peacefully delightful time when I was
running up along the road, catching every sight
of nature fleeting by my side. If you happen to
have wandered out in the afternoon and spotted
a person in sports gear, sweating and panting
heavily, trying to take a picture of a white
mushroom buried in the grass, or building a
wish-stone tower, and when she was done, she
took a huge leap forward and started running-
that could be me in the middle of my 10km run.
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For someone who had been living in the jungle of
concretes all her life, every leaf means something.
And when the entire campus walked into autumn
with passion, splendidness and grace, I found
myself couldn’t help but spending a great deal of
time on recording colors and feeling like David
Henry Thoreau.

Yes, as one who is deeply in love with her
profession, I am not ignorant of the situations
outside campus. I followed updated of the U.S.
election and President Park’s scandal. But this,
here on campus, with all the non-human lives
flourishing, I just feel like taking a break to reflect
on myself instead of the big political incidents I
had been so keen about. All the little lives I had
been ignoring for the reason of ‘being relevant,
informed and updated” I now see clearly and with
great affection, ironically at the busiest point
of my life. Can you imagine that? Today, I went
over my album to see what kind of pictures I had
taken so I could use some in this essay. Hundreds
of pictures I took, most of them are pictures of
plants, insects, spiders and fungus. And I feel so

relieved by my ‘re-pivoting” of attention, even it

is bound to be a momentary luxury.

I still don’t speak Korean. Most of the times I
only have cafeteria food. But I think I will always
remember the nature. All the amazing trees and
fruits I had never seen elsewhere. Alas! Thinking
about that I must leave them in a few months
almost brings me sorrow. What if a person could
only live for her own soul instead of living to carry
the responsibility she feels obliged to carry for the
progress in human history? Would she feel less
fulfilled?

I am still not a K-Pop fan. I couldn't concur
with the beauty standard of the Korean pop
culture for it doesn’'t encourage individuals to
respect their body and themselves as the way
they are. What I have learned from my life here,
instead, was to first be true to myself and question
myself, fundamental beliefs about what qualifies
as a satisfactory and fulfilling life included. I still

remember my first day in Korea more vividly
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than any other day. The grass was so green and
there was a red dragonfly on a bench. I was so
tired after all the “hiking with a suitcase and
beddings’. Naturally, I stopped to take a break.
Spotting that brilliant insect, I took a picture of
it. I would always remember that red dragonfly.
It doesn’t speak Korean. Neither did it have the
luxury of flying far into the neon lights down the
hills. Objectively speaking, it certainly had missed
a lot because it was completely occupied by its
academic career. However, if you compare the
academic work this dragonfly has accomplished
here with those done elsewhere, you would notice
that this dragonfly has been growing stronger.

And she gives full credit to her amazingly
demanding professors, all the language and
cultural obstacles she encountered and every
fellow Korean runner who waved/ waved back
at her without saying a word. All these made she
feel like a stranger, an outsider, and according to
the official language of the immigration bureau,
an alien. However, only after she realized how
she stands out, she was able to see her current
location and reflect on the trajectory she used to
follow.

Now it is time for a bit deviation.
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what kand of Asia

do you wavt o live n?

ASLS M2LhEm ZHIE

—O =

(A M2t - 33 - 58)

"What kind of Asia do you want to live in?"
was the question Professor Takahara tossed us
before we were about to finish the lecture. My
classmates and I were discussing about Asian
regionalism, and main goal of our topic was
how to promote peaceful cooperation among
countries. The question that Professor asked got
me thinking about my past experiences of a year
and half in Beijing and Tokyo. When I first started
the program, [ was so thrilled to have this amazing
opportunity to go on two countries, China and
Japan. I was able to go to China as an exchange
student when [ was an university student, but I
did not expect I could have this experience even
during the Master's program.

CAMPUS Asia program was

motivation that brought me back to Korea and

a huge

study. I moved to Canada when [ was twelve years
old, and even though I sometimes go back and
forth to my country, I had been always eager to
study back in Asia. So during my third year in

undergrad, I went to Shanghai to study Chinese

N7

and Chinese international relations. Despite of
more than nine hours of flight and apart from my
family, the reason why I chose to go to Shanghai
and study was because I wanted to explore China
and feel the country and the culture with my own
skin. It had been most valuable experience in my
life ever since, and I always sought to have one
more chance to go back to Asia and study once
more.

When my three professors from Seoul
National University interviewed me for admission
to the school, I told them I applied to SNU in order
to join Campus Asia program. I elaborated how
much I wanted to become an Asia expert, and
contribute to peaceful cooperation among Korea,
Japan and China. Fortunately, I was able to study
at SNU from September, 2014 and I prepared all
the language proficiency exam for Japan and
China to move a step closer to my future dream.
I strongly believe that language itself represents
the soul and culture of the country. If I do not

know language, I do not think I will be able to
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understand them fully. Therefore, before my
departure, I promised myself to take at least one
course in either in Chinese and Japanese for each

country.

Beijing - Peking University

I can still clearly remember the first day I
arrived in Beijing. Although the Shoudu airport
provided wifi service, I was not able to connect
it, I was alone, and I was lost. I heard that there
is a bus that goes directly to Peking University,
so I decided to ask a staff. However, the beijing's
dialect 'er (JLiff) ' sound was strong enough
to make me bewildered, and gave another
motivation to study Chinese harder. Few hours
later, I was able to get into Peking University
dorm, Zhongguanxinyuan(F5<#ilE). Since we
are based on Chinese government scholarship
program, we lived in building number 5, where all
scholarship-based students from all around the
world live together. I met numerous students from
multiple countries, and because we were lonely

apart from our families, live in the same hallways,

23 3f Classmates from Building 5

Peking University SIS Friends

and share the same bathroom, we could easily

build our own friendship.

I took two classes in Chinese, and one class
in English. They were all conducted by Chinese
professors. I was more fascinated by classes in
Chinese, because professors were not afraid
to express their own opinions towards Sino-
Japan relations, Chinese Communist Party or Xi
Jinping. What I learned from Canada or Korea,
was how outside sees China, however what I
learned in Peking University was how China sees
China, and other countries. During my East Asia
Research course, the first question my Chinese
professor asked other students was that "Why
does China hate Japan?'. This question led to
diverse discussions among Chinese students and
few international students, and at the end, we
concluded our discussion by saying both China and
Japan need to cooperate each other to enhance
regional security, and economies. In this way by
sharing our ideas about global issues develop us

to be more open-minded and friendly towards the

others. If I did not go to Peking University, [ would
not know how Chinese students, scholars or just
normal citizens would think of Korea. All I hear
and read are mostly from news papers, and the
information they provide do not represent every

single opinion of each person.

Although some Chinese friends were a bit
nationalistic when it comes to international
disputes or controversies, each student I met
was enthusiastic and was eager to learn more
about other countries' cultures. Their eyes were
sparkling with excitement when we talk about
Korean drama, K-pop, or Japanese Anime. They
were also interested in learning new languages, so
they always asked me to get a Korean language
partner. On the international level, state to state,
we might not be able to cooperate and get along
without any barrier like we, students do. However,
I strongly believe that if we change the perceptions
and impressions one by one, countries will be
able to reconcile and have a peaceful cooperation

eventually.

Beiing's best git : My lfe time best friends
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Tokyo - University of Tokyo

One day, my Japanese CAMPUS Asia friend
asked me why do Koreans give out so many things
as presents. At first, I did not know what she meant,
but she kept on explaining and said that she
spotted that many Korean friends bring souvenirs
when they go somewhere travel or visit. She told
me that Japanese do not bring many souvenirs
or snacks especially when they visit the same
country twice. However, she explained wherever
Korean friends go, they always bring something
for other friends. I thought it was very cute and
funny to be caught from my foreign friend's eyes,
because as a Korean, I did not know how special
that culture of ours was. I explained to her about
Korea's 'Jung(®)' culture, telling Koreans express
'Tung' to show that they care about each other.
My friend said Japan might have that Kanji, but
she has never heard of that usage. She gradually
understood the meaning of 'Jung' as we spent
time together for almost two years.

Japan is the closest country from Korea, yet

Dinner with other CAMPUS Asia friends
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we have so many differences in culture, political

systems, and national identities. Although Japan
and Korea have a long history to reconcile
and solve, I personally was looking forward to
studying at Tokyo University due to its prestigious
reputation of education, scholars, and students.
Also, since I never lived in Japan before, 1 was
excited to have a new opportunity to live in
another environment. University of Tokyo was
full of diversity and multi-culture. Everyone came
from different backgrounds; countries, ages, and
fields of expertise. Each one of them had their
own potentials and strength, and I could develop
sanguine outlooks by simply connecting with
them.

By taking lectures with famous Japanese
Professors, I was amazed by their deep knowledge
and critical thinking. Not only they share their
views on the subjects, they also lead students think
and reach their own solutions. I studied at the
Graduate School of Public Policy (GrasPP), and the
department offered many scholarship programs
like GSDM (Global Leader Program for Social
Design and Management), GPPN (Global Public

058

Policy Network), and many more to send students

to participate in international conference. I was
lucky to be a part of Policy Changing Program,
and we are assigned to pick one Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) by United Nations, and
have to propose solutions and implementations
for both developed and developing countries. The
finalists will receive a scholarship and be able
to make a presentation at GPPN Paris in 2017.
Currently, I am working on SDG 7: Responsible
Production and Consumption, and wish to have
the best result at the end of this year.

Tokyo has given me many opportunities to
build networks all around the world, participate
in international conferences, and broaden my
career options. If I want more information and
experiences, they are all waiting for you to grab
the chances. Although I came to Japan to study,
I earned much more than just knowledge. I was
able to take classes with bright and passionate
scholars, and they broadened my outlook and

motivated me to plan ahead for my future.

Reminiscing My 1.5 Years

I was once told that all the Chinese students
and Japanese students, even professors I meet
during CAMPUS Asia are not ordinary people. By
saying not ordinary, it does not mean they are
abnormal, but they are different from majority
Japanese or Chinese who grew up solely in their
own countries. Most of students I meet were
grown internationally, have at least a year of an
experience staying abroad, and certainly are more
open-minded. Just because I am surrounded by
open-minded students, I can not take them as
representatives or majorities of two countries.
Even though I was aware of those points, I kept
on becoming more optimistic about future of
Korea, Japan, and China. I was happy to see the
little change we make, and just like little drops
of water make the mighty ocean, we can make a
huge difference and legacy for future generation.

Most of friends I met in Seoul, Beijing and
Tokyo have either already graduated and working,

or still studying and figuring out what to do in

2016 CAMPUS Asia ot - & - & Al A2l | o

the future. I had CAMPUS Asia reunions in three
cities. I did not meet the same people every time,
but because we have a huge connection called
CAMPUS Asia, we can meet anywhere, be friends
with anyone and still welcome each other like
old friends. I am still not a professional regarding
to East Asian issues, or international relations,
but my passion is second to none. CAMPUS
Asia has given me valuable friends and life time
experiences, and [ will be working harder to

achieve my dreams.

Campus Asia Reunion from year of 2013, 2014, and 2015
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ESSAY for CAMPLS

Asia 2016

Ning Yiping S3istil

(AE A2t - 530 - s30)

This is my last 'year in CAMPUS Asia
program. Almost at the end of the last semester
aboard, there are numerous precious memories
I can share with those who are interested in this
program. Travelling and studying in East Asia
countries, making friends with people from
different backgrounds and gaining insight of
the societies in all these three countries may be
the highlight we talk about most, but you will
experience even more. Here are the recordings of

my life in Seoul.

Living with A Local Lady

The dormitory in Seoul National University is
quite competitive, so if you want to make sure you
can get admitted, never make the same mistake as
I did. I chose the single room before getting the
email about the details of dormitory application.
As a result, I was rejected and suggested to find
a place outside the campus. The staff in charge
of our program at that time was very considerate

and helpful, and she offered some website for

N7

reference. Even though, since I cannot speak
Korean at that time, it was still pretty difficult
for me. Luckily, I got some help from my father’s
friend and found the place I live now. It's a Korean
style house with a beautiful small yard.

The house owner is an old lady who lives by
herself. Since her children have already married
and moved out, she used the extra room for
rent and get some company. At the first, I was a
little worried about living here, because I don't
know how I should communicate with her since
we don’t speak any common language. But soon
it turned out to be an interesting and worthy
experience. I still remember the first night  moved
in. [ tried to use the bathroom to take a shower,
but the controlling panel is in her bedroom and
all the instructions are in Korean, which forced
me to learn how to say some simple words, like
hot water and bathroom. After that, we talked
pretty often, though my Korean didn’t get much
progress. However, it's surprising that we can

understand each other from the facial expression
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and body language.

The lady is very warm-hearted and takes
care of me and the other tenant just as her own
granddaughters. Sometimes, after she cooks, she
will knock on our doors and ask us to join her.
For the laundry, we also share. For example, if
anyone comes back early, she will collect the
clothes and fold up for others. It feels like living
with family members. Another enjoyable thing for
me to live here is that I can learn how to cook
Korean dishes. Just as other grandmother, the
old lady has lots of secret recipes, from making
kimchi to preparing fancy cuisine. At times, I join
her to make kimchi, and sometimes we harvest

the vegetables in our small yard. That's really fun!

Exploring SNU

Borges said, ‘T have always imagined that
Paradise will be a kind of library”. That is exactly
the words across my mind when I went to the
library of SNU. Among the three universities, the
library in SNU is the one I like most. Of course,
it is very spacious, well-decorated and equipped
with comfortable chairs. As the building is very
high, you can enjoy the beautiful view of Seoul
city on the top floors. And there is a roof garden
on the sixth floor. Every time I saw it through the
window from above, I just cannot help imaging
the scenes in the Korean drama.

Besides that, SNU also provides lots of
interesting courses for you. And the best thing
as an exchange student is that you can choose

whatever class you like. For example, I take the
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introductory Korean music class and also audit
a class about photography. If you are able to
understand Korean lectures, there are more
interesting classes you can take, like fashion
design. And the courses in GSIS are also of
high quality. Most of the professors are either
experienced experts in their fields or outstanding
academicians. For example, the professor for the
course China’s Banking and Finance, who has lots
of experience dealing with Chinese businessmen
and officials, always surprise me with his
knowledge of Chinese economic history and
the details about China’s current economy. As a
respectful professor, he also has lots of links with
Korean economic officials. With his arrangement,
we were very lucky to visit the Bank of Korea and
one of the Monetary Policy Board Members was
invited to give a lecture to us about his work and

insights of current Korean economy.

Campus Asia Activities

The activities are well organized with the
devotion of our tutors. During this semester,
we have round table, one-day outings and field
trips, through which we get to know more about

Korean culture and society.

Round Table

From the beginning of this semester, we
have the Campus Asia round table discussion
every two weeks. All of students in our program
are divided into four groups and each group is

required to choose a topic for presentation for

one discussion. The topic ranges from national
perception of other countries to FTA in East Asia
countries. Our group chose population aging as
the theme of our presentation. By comparing the
aging problem in East Asia and the other parts of
the world, and exhibiting the situations in each
of the three countries, we attempted to analyze
the impact of this problem and corresponding
policies. Every time after the presentation, we
will have discussion about the issue for that
week. It's quite fascinating to hear opinions and

observations from different perspectives.

One-day Outings

For the first outing, we went to the national
war memorial and KBS station. A volunteer in the
memorial guided the tour and he introduced the
history of the war between Japan and Korea as
well as the Korean War. It was quite interesting
for me to see that many documents, including
the dairies of soldiers, were written in Chinese,
while now Chinese characters can be rarely seen
in Korea, except some advertisements designed
for Chinese customers. Another detail that caught
my attention was the map showing that after the
outbreak of Korean War, South Korea government
retreated to Busan. At that time, the movie Train
to Busan was very hot. When I saw the map, I got
to know better why Korean people chose Busan
as their final battlefield when zombie apocalypse
happened. At the afternoon, we went to the KBS
station, where numerous popular TV dramas and

programs are rnade.
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For the second outing, our tutors helped us
get the admission to see the live show of famous
Korean music program called Inkigayo. It was my
first time to see this kind of show with many fans
of the singers for that day. Every time some singer
came out, the fans will be thrilled and scream.
Even you are not familiar with those idols, you
can tell how popular they are in Korea according

to the reaction of the audience.

Field Trip

Besides the outings, we also had a field trip
to the boundary between North and South Korea.
Since the demilitarized zone is the first place my
Korean friends recommend to me, I had a pretty
high expectation of it, imaging that it can be
kind of dangerous with soldiers standing face-
to-face with their guns. But it was quite different.
Quite big a portion of the DMZ was developed
for sightseeing and it's very safe to walk there.
What is impressive for me is the subway and train
stations built in DMZ. According to the tour guide,
they are used to connect to North Korea once they
become unified. At that time, you can really feel
the sorrow to be separated and the desire to unify.

Because the trip lasted for two days, we
stayed there in a local house. The house owner
prepared delicious barbeque and traditional
Korean dishes for us, with the vegetables grown in
his own yard. One of the Korean students told me
it's their tradition to continue the talk after dinner
during this kind of field trip, so we got to the

living room and stated to play games that night.
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Actually that was the first time for all of us to meet
and get to know each other well, because some
of the Korean students joined this program about
one month after the semester started and some
of us hadn’t really talked before. It's a really nice
opportunity for us to communicate and enhance
the friendship. At the second day, we visited a
local castle as well as the temple in it, and then we

got back to Seoul.

Afterword

Living in a country for a long time, you can
gradually understand local people’s concern and
the way they think. To enhance the cooperation
among the three countries, communication and
understanding is the first and vital step. I think
that is the meaning of our program and where we

can contribute in the future.
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Before 1 participated in the CAMPUS Asia
program, I had never imaged that how my life
could be and who I would be after graduating from
Shanghai Jiao Tong University. Due to so many
excellent students around me, it seemed that [ am
always the normal one without any specify. No

attention would be attracted on me or anything

about me. Therefore, during that period, what I

094

N7

want to do was: To make sure not make mistakes.
However, everything became different when 1
was lucky to become a member of CAMPUS Asia
Program. Suddenly, the hope came to my side and
hugged me. I was so grateful to get this chance,
which gave a new hope to me and even made
my parent be proud of me. From my perspective,

it's more important to surprise my parents and

elder sister. The first time I found the value and
recognition of myself. After long time expect, I
arrived at Kyushu University on 2", April, 2015.

[ still remember how nervous and confused
when I arrived at Fukuoka airport. And 1 took
beautiful pictures with so much sakura.

To be honest, it's not easy to adapt the
totally different environment. I refused to talk
with others, the only thing I want to do is stay
alone without anyone disturbing. I am so afraid
of making mistakes, and I thought nothing would
be wrong if I avoid everything. However, the

students along with me were so kind and helpful,

they invited me to eat together, this made me feel
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so good at that moment. And it's a wonderful
beginning. We cooked together and went out to
eat Japanese food. Food was a vital bridge, which
made our heart closer and closer.

And from then on, I started to join in them and
we played together. As the time goes, we became
familiar with each other, we shared our stories
and complained about something unsatisfied.
Every morning, we gather in front of gate to go
to school together, we discussed questions and
cooperation to finish our group homework.
Before I took CAMPUS Asia program, I get some

introduction of Japan from books and internet. I

didn't know which was correct or accurate, but
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now I could tell the truth from wrong, I believed

what I have seen in Japan with my eyes. Citizens
in Japan are as kind as in Chinese with so much
valuable characters. No matter who he is, official
worker or shopping guide, he respects his work
and spare no effort to finish their job with high
enthusiasm. This is what all workers in the world
should learn from.

In order to make our life colorful and get to
know more about Japan, we went trips during the
holiday. It was absolutely fantastic experience
for me. I was not only surprised by the culture
and scene of Japan, but also the abilities and
advantages of my partners. I learnt a lot from
them, those characteristic had a deeper influence

on me in my whole life.
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As is mentioned above, participating in the
Campus Asia opened a window in my life and
made me learnt a lot. The most important thing
was that I have found my life target: Be a better
man. I have to mention one student name Wu,
he is a so excellent and hard-working student,
who inspired me so much. He could always study
and work with high efficiency, he is capable to
make everything well prepared. He is helpful,
wise and bright. If you have any problems, you
are supposed to ask him for help, he is willing to

help solve problem, and he would provide some
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other help for you if he could not handle with the
issue. One day, I found his Japanese improved
a lot, though he had no background of it before
he went to Kyushu University. At that moment, I
started to self-examination. I was always shocked
by his ability, why not to work hard and to be a
better man.

Life changed a lot after that. In order to
communicate with foreigners, I spent much
time to practice my pronunciation, and I could
exchange my ideas with classmates and friends
freely. And I planned to take part in TOEFL exam,
that pushed me to work hard, cause the fee is so
high. Moreover, I arranged my time more clearly
to improve the efficiency. At the same time, I
applied for the internship in a big company to
get better understanding of the function of a fresh
labor. Based on the experience, I could figure out
which is more suitable for me, and which aspect
is needed to be promoted.

Times flies. The days of my internship with
different mission in different company were over.

And I thought maybe I should continue my study

to further my professional knowledge, cause the
experience of internship make me calm down
and think the future more seriously. Therefore,
I discussed with Prof. Tanabe and Prof. Wang,
they are so professional and responsible for all
of us, they analyzed deeply and carefully. Then
they offered me several choices after talking
advantages and disadvantages. In the end, I
decided to apply to be a doctor student in Japan.
And now I am still working on the issue. I am
more confident of myself than before, and I am
on the way to become a better man.

Summer school was held in Pusan Univ. this
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year, and it's my first time to go to Korea. I was

so glad to meet my friends again since we were
parted for one year. We discussed our experiments
and shared changes in life and interesting stories.
We encourage each other to get through the
difficulties and we are on the way to be better
men. My friends in Pusan Univ. invited us to eat
traditional Korean food and visited famous scene.

In the end, I am going to talk about the
situation of us. It's so lucky to build immortal
friendship with them, and we will support and
encourage each other in our whole life.

3 students who had participated the CAMPUS

Asia as exchange student in Kyushu Univ. in
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Japan found job in Japan, and they are willing to

accept them. After graduating from Shanghai Jiao
Tong Univ., they will begin their career in Japan.
One student is going to conduct the interview
in Japan next month, and I hold the belief that
she can make it. For me, I am now applying to
continue my study in Japan and I am on the way
of being a better man. We are supposed to build
fair and rational relationship between different
countries utilizing our own eyes not according to
the newspapers or internet.

All of these results and affects are brought by
CAMPUS Asia. Definitely, it is really a wise choice

to take part in it.
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